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running energy of new life. From the West they had
borrowed the idea of Nationality as based on a community
of blood, religion, language and interest. They had
chosen from other nations various definite methods of
government such as the secularization of all departments,
the separation of religion and state, cabinet responsibility,
parliament and general suffrage. But they had borrowed
nothing from the West in ideas. They took only the
practical results and refused the inspiration, the ideals
and the guidance of Europe. Whereas in the revolution
of 1908 they turned to the West for salvation, now they
turned Eastwards and proudly proclaimed themselves to
be of the East.
The Turks had shown themselves to be materialists,
but behind them all across the East was a great Moslem
revival. Europe had based its hopes on material effi-
ciency. Now the East appealed to the things of the
spirit. It was a revival for war and power and to show
that Islam is superior to all other systems and that
the Moslems are superior to all other men. It had
within it the pent-up resentment of the East against
the domineering superiority of the West.
In this Turkey had been involved. She had headed
the revolt of the East. She had hurled back Europe.
She had been proclaimed the champion ; but at heart
she had little interest in these things. Turkey was, as
she had been before, a select oligarchy of capable men
who now used the pliant phrases of democracy to cloak
their power, and who ruled a dull obedient people.
I pondered on these things by Galata Bridge, The
city lay all round me asleep and full of black shadows